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BEPORT Of TLE CIVL., AERROMALUTICS HOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Inveolwving Arrcraft
During & Local Fleasure Flaght

an zocrdent vhach occurred about 4 wiles west of llansfield, Tex .,
at approxamately &€ 45 a,r.. on Cctober 30, 1943, resulted in critical
mjuries to Prlot Davaid Crailg Crenshaw and fatal injury to his passenge.,
Paul Ceorge. (Crenshaw succumbed to his 1njurres oa December 14, 1943.)
Ceenshaw, age 17, held a student vilot certificale and had Flown abeout
5% solo hours, all 1n the type a2ircco:Ft £pvolved. Ceorge, age 16, was not
certificated 2s an arrman. The arrcraff, a Piper J3L-65, NC 38560, owned
by Koy R. Taylor, was demclished,

Crenshaw, accoerpanied by George, took off from the ¥aidwest Airport,
Yansfreld, Texas, avout 7 35 a.m. on z loczl pleasure fiight, Scme time
later thsy overtock 21lot JSlyde Huddleston, ase 16, vho was flying from
the same awrrpcrt, According te Fuddleston, Crenshaw flew alongside hir,
folloming vhich beth palots started liedgehopping -nd divaing at objects
on the ground. After diving at a barn Crenshar made 2 turn to avoid a
tree 1n has flight path, during which he lost al titude and lne aircraft,
under full power, struck the ground on the right »ing wiv and right side
of the landing gsar,

There "ms no indicalion of failure of any part of the aircraft prior
to the accident and the menner in thich the propeller wes broken substan—
tlated the opinion of vitnesses that the arrcraft contacted t-2 ground
under full power,

Crenshair and George were part-time erpployees st Madwest Airsort,
ihere Crenshaw had recerved his flaght instruction and was rermiited to
fly on hours off duty. The suonject flight was nexrther proverly cleared
ner *as 1t under the supervisicn of an instructor. At the time of take—
off no one was woresent at the airport except the might guard and since
toth Crensharr and George rere well knoun to hum he made no attempt to
interfere with them. Dual controls were installed and orerative but
Crenshavr stated that Gesorge did not hendle the controls a2t any time
during the flight.

It 15 quite apparent that this accident was the result of Pilot
Crenshaw!s r ecklessness and dangerous flight conduct yrithout regard for
the safety of life or proverty.
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